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2011 MOUNT HARMON SPECIAL EVENTTS 

Dates to Remember 
 
 

♦  Revolutionary War Re-Enactment, Sept. 24 & 25 

♦  Bull & Oyster Roast, Oct. 15 

♦  Yuletide Tour, December 3 & 4 

For tickets and information 
Visit www.mountharmon.org or call 410-275-8819. 

 
 

 
 

Friends of Mount Harmon Board of Directors 

Mrs. Elizabeth  P. Beckley, President 
Mr. Stephen Isaacson, Vice President 

Mr. Domenic Palagruto, Treasurer 
Mr. Charles L. Scott, Jr. Esq., Secretary 

Mr. William Jeanes 
Mr. William Olmstead 
Mrs. Jennifer Pollard 

 

Friends of Mount Harmon Staff 

Mrs. Paige Howard, Executive Director 
Mrs. Debbie Brown, Site Coordinator 

Mrs. Wendy Costa, Education Coordinator 
Gary Biscoe, Site Maintenance Manager 

Jackie Brown, Maintenance Staff 
Bill Wood, Maintenance Staff 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
Friends of Mount Harmon, Inc. 
P. O. Box 65 
600 Mount Harmon Lane 
Earleville, MD 21919 
(410) 275-8819 
www.mountharmon.org 
info@mountharmon.org   
 
Visitor Season 
May 1 ~ October 31 
Thursday – Sunday, 10am – 3pm 
& Year Round by Appointment 
 
Visitor Programs 
Guided Manor House Tours 
Self Guided Nature Tours 
Educational Programs 
Membership Programs 
Special Events 
Site Rentals 
 
We look forward to seeing 
you at the plantation! 

 
 
 
 
 

See History Come to Life 

 
Mount Harmon Revolutionary War 

Reenactment Festival Weekend Sept. 24 & 25 
Mark your calendars for September 24 & 25 ~ Mount 
Harmon is hosting a full-scale Revolutionary War 
Reenactment & Colonial Festival.  This year’s event is 
Maryland’s only National Revolutionary War 
Reenactment Festival and will feature over 800 re-
enactors and an array of colonial craft merchants and 
activities for the public to enjoy.  This will be an 
incredible living history event for the whole family.  
See flyer on Pg. 3 for more information. 
 

Bull & Oyster Roast October 15th 
Be sure to join us for another great event this fall ~ 
our popular annual Bull & Oyster Roast will be held 
Saturday, October 15th and be a great time for friends 
to gather and enjoy freshly shucked oysters, 
traditional barbeque, silent auction, manor house 
tours, and live music. For tickets and information call 
410-275-8819 or visit www.mountharmon.org.  See 
ticket order form on Pg. 4 for tickets and information. 

 
Mount Harmon Hosts Lotus Blossom Festival 

Successful Friend & Fundraiser 
Hundreds of visitors came to enjoy our 2nd annual 
Lotus Blossom Festival July 30th. A lovely summer 
day and our cove full of American Lotus in full 
bloom set the stage for visitors to enjoy a whole host 
of nature-inspired artists, exhibitors and activities, 
children’s crafts, Lotus Car Show, and much more.  
Special thanks to the Lotus Blossom Committee for 
organizing this wonderful event which raised $3,000 
to benefit Mount Harmon.  Be sure to join us next 
year for this wonderful nature, arts, and crafts 
festival for all ages to enjoy! 

 
 
 
 
 

Student Field Trips at Mount Harmon 

 
New Hands-On Activities in History & Nature 

Mount Harmon’s expanded Education Program 
provides students the opportunity to learn first hand 
about Early American Life and Chesapeake Bay 
Ecology.  Please encourage your children’s teachers 
to take advantage this great area resource and plan a 
field trip to Mount Harmon.  For more information or 
to schedule a field trip, contact Mount Harmon at 
410-275-8819 or info@mountharmon.org or visit 
www.mountharmon.org. 
 

Washington College Field School of Archaeology 

 
Archaeology Field School Students in Action 

Washington College Archaeology Field School 
students unearth artifacts, including the discovery of 
brick paths and an early foundation, during the 
Washington College Field School of Archaeology at 
Mount Harmon this spring.  This partnership 
resulted in many exciting finds and helped to literally 
uncover Mount Harmon’s history.  We look forward 
to a long term partnership and more exciting finds to 
come.  Many thanks to the Seidels and the whole WC 
team for their work on behalf of Mount Harmon. 
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~  WELCOME OLD FRIENDS & NEW  ~ 

 
President’s Report 

 
I am happy to report that we have had a busy and 
productive 2011 season to date.  We continue to grow 
our visitor programs, and work to strengthen our 
important mission to preserve and interpret Mount 
Harmon for the public’s education and enjoyment.   
 
To that end, this fall we are hosting a National 
Revolutionary War Reenactment Festival, September 
24 & 25, which will be an exciting living history 
event and not-to-be missed event of the fall.  Please 
also plan to join us for our Bull & Oyster Roast, 
October 15; and Yuletide Manor House Tour, 
December 3 & 4.  I encourage you to bring your 
friends and family to these wonderful events that 
showcase our history and support our mission. 
 
We have expanded our education program, and now 
feature hands-on curriculum for both early American 
History and Chesapeake Bay Ecology.  This spring 
we hosted the 2nd Washington College Field School of 
Archaeology.  The Field School was a great success 
with dozens of artifacts unearthed and what may be 
an original colonial era foundation. We continue to 
host a growing number of school groups, special 
tours, and weddings.   
 
We could not continue to evolve and strengthen our 
mission without your support.  For those of you who 
have joined our membership or contributed this year, 
thank you.  You make it possible to keep Mount 
Harmon open to the public and preserved for future 
generations.  For those of you new to Mount 
Harmon, please consider becoming a Friend, you will 
enjoy many special member benefits, and most 
importantly help to preserve, maintain, and operate 
this historic and scenic treasure.  I look  forward to 
seeing you soon at Mount Harmon.  
 

~ Elizabeth P. Beckley, FOMH Board President 
 

New Mount Harmon Exhibits & Activities 

 
Visitors, teachers, and students are enjoying our new 
Education & Discovery Center, Mount Harmon 
Highlights in History exhibit, and expanded 
education program.  Hands-on activities such as 
spinning and weaving, quilting, colonial crafts and 
games, and nature walks are at the heart of our 
education program.  A talented and dedicated group 
of volunteers enjoy sharing their love for history and 
nature, and make the program possible. For more 
information about our programs or to volunteer visit 
www.mountharmon.org or contact us at 410-275-8819 
or info@mountharmon.org. 
 

Education & Discovery Center Grand Opening 

 
Heritage Troupe Performs on new Terrace 

The Education & Discovery Center Grand Opening 
showcased our beautiful new education, exhibit and 
event facility, and featured educational activities and 
performances by the Cecil County Heritage Troupe.  
Special thanks to our project funders: Chesapeake 
Bay Gateway Network, Maryland Bond Grant, 
Crystal Trust and Chichester du Pont Foundations for 
making it possible. The Education & Discovery 
Center has already hosted numerous schools groups, 
community events, weddings, and private parties.  
Contact FOMH at 410-275-8819 to schedule your next 
private party or community event at Mount Harmon.   

 
 

 

VISITOR SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 

 
Mount Harmon Education & Discovery Center 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Mount Harmon Board Members, Staff, project 
supporters and funders were on site to enjoy the 
festivities at the Official Education & Discovery 
Center Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, Sunday, May 1. 

 
Cecilton First Graders Spot a Swallow-Tail 

Butterfly on a Guided Nature Walk 
Mount Harmon has hosted numerous 1st Grade ~ 
A. P. High School Student Groups this season, 
including Cecilton Elementary School’s First 
Grade Class who enjoyed a guided nature walk, 
manor house tour, colonial crafts and games. 

 
Steve Isaacson, Guy Beckley, John Howard & 

Jack Brown installing colonial “snake fencing”. 

SCENE FROM COLONIAL PICNIC 

 
Picnic Guests at the Colonial Picnic 

Mount Harmon’s Colonial Picnic was held on the 
first Sunday in June, and featured a gourmet 
Eastern Shore picnic, colonial demonstrations, 
silent auction and manor house tours.  Many 
thanks to event sponsors Manning & Napier, and 
silent auction donors for making the event a 
successful fundraiser. 

 
Recent Mount Harmon Summer Wedding 

Mount Harmon is a spectacular site for weddings 
ceremonies, receptions and private events.  Plan 
your wedding or private party at Mount Harmon, 
visit www.mountharmon.org for more info. 

 
Phyllis Drupieski Memorial Dedication 

at Lotus Blossom Festival, Saturday, July 30 

President’s Report 
 
Mount Harmon welcomes spring with the plantation bursting into bloom and activity.  
This year promises to be exciting, educational, and fun-filled.  We have a great line-up 
of special events and programs to showcase Mount Harmon’s nature and history as 
never before.   
 
We are hosting the Grand Opening of our Education & Discovery Center, May 1; 
Colonial Picnic, June 5; Lotus Blossom Festival, July 30; National Revolutionary War 
Reenactment Festival, September 24 & 25; Bull & Oyster Roast, October 15; and 
Yuletide Manor House Tour, December 3 & 4.  The Washington College Field School of 
Archaeology returns this spring, and we continue to host a growing number of school 
groups, special tours, and weddings.   
 
As an official site on the John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail, we are building 
on our connection with the Chesapeake Bay and telling the story of Mount Harmon over 
the centuries.  Be sure to stop in and see our new Mount Harmon Highlight in History 
Exhibit – showcasing four centuries of Mount Harmon history (see pg. 5 for exhibit 
excerpt).   

 
Beginning in May, Washington College will conduct its 2nd six week Field Study 
Program in Archeology at Mount Harmon.  This exciting partnership will help us better 
understand Mount Harmon’s history and importance as a cultural landscape, and 
provide new educational and interpretive opportunities to benefit our visitors.   
 
On a sad note, we say a heartfelt goodbye to the late Phyllis Drupieski, retired FOMH 
site coordinator, who lost her struggle with cancer in March.  Phyllis will long be 
remembered for her dedication and enthusiasm for Mount Harmon.  A memorial fund 
has been created in honor of Phyllis, with a fitting memorial to be unveiled at the Lotus 
Blossom Festival.  Many thanks to those of you who have given to the Memorial Fund, 
your gifts will create an enduring legacy in honor of Phyllis. 
 
And finally, please join me in welcoming two new staff members to Mount Harmon, our 
new site coordinator Debbie Brown, and new site manager Gary Biscoe.  Debbie has 
coordinated tours and managed the office since last season, and is a great addition to the 
Mount Harmon team.  We say a fond farewell and thank you to Chris Price, for his work 
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centuries. Be sure to stop in and see our new Mount Harmon 
Highlight in History Exhibit – showcasing four centuries of 
Mount Harmon history (see pg. 5 for exhibit excerpt).

Beginning in May, Washington College will conduct its 2nd six 
week Field Study Program in Archeology at Mount Harmon. 
This exciting partnership will help us better understand Mount 
Harmon’s history and importance as a cultural landscape, and 
provide new educational and interpretive opportunities to ben-
efit our visitors.

On a sad note, we say a heartfelt goodbye to the late Phyllis 
Drupieski, retired FOMH site coordinator, who lost her struggle 

with cancer in March. Phyllis will long be remembered for her 
dedication and enthusiasm for Mount Harmon. A memorial 
fund has been created in honor of Phyllis, with a fitting memo-
rial to be unveiled at the Lotus Blossom Festival. Many thanks 
to those of you who have given to the Memorial Fund, your gifts 
will create an enduring legacy in honor of Phyllis.

And finally, please join me in welcoming two new staff members 
to Mount Harmon, our new site coordinator Debbie Brown, and 
new site manager Gary Biscoe. Debbie has coordinated tours 
and managed the office since last season, and is a great addition 
to the Mount Harmon team. We say a fond farewell and thank 
you to Chris Price, for his work as site manager, and welcome 
to Gary Biscoe, our new resident site manager. Gary brings a 
wealth of experience maintaining properties, and we welcome 
Gary and his wife Linda to Mount Harmon.
                      ~ Elizabeth P. Beckley, FOMH Board President

From the Director
Thanks to support from good friends like you, I 
am pleased to report much progress has been made 
to further develop Mount Harmon’s interpretive 
history and educational programming. Visitors 
will begin their tour this season at our new Educa-
tion & Discovery Center, with a visit to see the Mount Harmon 
Highlights in History Exhibit, before heading off to tour the 
manor house and plantation. We have also expanded our edu-
cational program to include Early American History and Chesa-
peake Bay Ecology, and have a busy school season underway.

I would like to extend very special thanks to the Chesapeake Bay 
Gateway Network, MD State Bond Legislators, Crystal Trust 
and Chichester Foundations for funding our Education & Dis-
covery Center project. Special thanks to the EDC Committee, 
Dr. Alexa Cawley, and Dr. John Seidel, and exhibit designer Joe 
Karlik, for their pivotal work to develop the Mount Harmon 
Highlights in History Exhibit. Thanks also to CBGN for fund-
ing our Tidewater Education Program; Coslett Foundation for 
funding Manor House Fine Arts and Antiques Preservation 
projects; the Sassafras River Association for sponsoring Project 
Clean Stream; and Greenfingers Garden Club for sponsoring 
our Yuletide Tour. Thank you to our special event sponsors: 
Chesapeake Bank & Trust, Choptank Electric Cooperative, 

Chubb Insurance, and Manning & Napier; and to 
all of our silent auction donors.

Celebrate with us ~ in recognition of recent pres-
ervation and education projects Mount Harmon 
has received a Cecil County Tourism award. I en-

courage you to visit Mount Harmon this spring and share in all 
of the excitement. Please come see the Education & Discovery 
Center, join us for our very special Mount Harmon events, and 
stop by and see the Archaeology Field School in action. Encour-
age your children’s teachers to plan a field trip to Mount Har-
mon. Tell a friend about the benefits of membership, or better 
yet, bring them out for a tour or nature walk. To make a gift, join 
our membership, become an event sponsor or to donate an item 
to our silent auction, please contact me at FOMH 410-275-8819 
or via e-mail phoward@mountharmon.org.

We are ever grateful to our supporters and contributors who 
make it possible to preserve, maintain, and operate Mount Har-
mon. Dedicated volunteers, sponsors, and supporters like you 
ensure Mount Harmon’s future remains bright ~ your gifts and 
memberships make it possible to fulfill our worthwhile preserva-
tion and educational mission.
                                         ~ Paige Howard, Executive Director

To receive e-news about FOMH upcoming events, please send your e-mail to info@mountharmon.org.



TICKET ORDER FORM 
MOUNT HARMON PLANTATION 

 
7th ANNUAL BULL & OYSTER ROAST 
Saturday, October 15, 5:00p.m. – 9:00p.m. 

 
Traditional Eastern Shore Bull & Oyster Roast 

Oysters on the Half-Shell & Roasted Oysters 

Pit Beef, Turkey & Ham 

Manor House Tours & Silent Auction & Live Music 
Tickets $50 per person.  $400 Reserved Table of Eight. 

Proceeds benefit Mount Harmon Plantation. 

 

 
--------------------cut here and enclose below order form with your check-------------------- 
 

MOUNT HARMON CONTRIBUTOR & EVENT TICKET ORDER FORM  
 

Please reserve _______ tickets, at $50 per person.  Total # of tickets ordered ________.   
 
I am unable to attend, please except my contribution for $________ to support FOMH. 
 

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________ 
Your name(s) will be placed on the guest list at the event check in. 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-MAIL: ___________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 
 
  Yes, please add me to your e-mail list to receive FOMH News & Special Events.   
 

Mail payment & ticket order form to: FOMH, P. O. Box 65, Earleville, MD 21919 
Please make checks payable to Friends of Mount Harmon, Inc. 

For more information call 410-275-8819 or visit www.mountharmon.org. 
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projects; the Sassafras River Association for sponsoring Project 
Clean Stream; and Greenfingers Garden Club for sponsoring 
our Yuletide Tour. Thank you to our special event sponsors: 
Chesapeake Bank & Trust, Choptank Electric Cooperative, 

Chubb Insurance, and Manning & Napier; and to 
all of our silent auction donors.

Celebrate with us ~ in recognition of recent pres-
ervation and education projects Mount Harmon 
has received a Cecil County Tourism award. I en-

courage you to visit Mount Harmon this spring and share in all 
of the excitement. Please come see the Education & Discovery 
Center, join us for our very special Mount Harmon events, and 
stop by and see the Archaeology Field School in action. Encour-
age your children’s teachers to plan a field trip to Mount Har-
mon. Tell a friend about the benefits of membership, or better 
yet, bring them out for a tour or nature walk. To make a gift, join 
our membership, become an event sponsor or to donate an item 
to our silent auction, please contact me at FOMH 410-275-8819 
or via e-mail phoward@mountharmon.org.

We are ever grateful to our supporters and contributors who 
make it possible to preserve, maintain, and operate Mount Har-
mon. Dedicated volunteers, sponsors, and supporters like you 
ensure Mount Harmon’s future remains bright ~ your gifts and 
memberships make it possible to fulfill our worthwhile preserva-
tion and educational mission.
                                         ~ Paige Howard, Executive Director

To receive e-news about FOMH upcoming events, please send your e-mail to info@mountharmon.org.
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2011 MOUNT HARMON SPECIAL EVENTTS 

Dates to Remember 
 
 

♦  Revolutionary War Re-Enactment, Sept. 24 & 25 

♦  Bull & Oyster Roast, Oct. 15 

♦  Yuletide Tour, December 3 & 4 

For tickets and information 
Visit www.mountharmon.org or call 410-275-8819. 

 
 

 
 

Friends of Mount Harmon Board of Directors 

Mrs. Elizabeth  P. Beckley, President 
Mr. Stephen Isaacson, Vice President 

Mr. Domenic Palagruto, Treasurer 
Mr. Charles L. Scott, Jr. Esq., Secretary 

Mr. William Jeanes 
Mr. William Olmstead 
Mrs. Jennifer Pollard 

 

Friends of Mount Harmon Staff 

Mrs. Paige Howard, Executive Director 
Mrs. Debbie Brown, Site Coordinator 

Mrs. Wendy Costa, Education Coordinator 
Gary Biscoe, Site Maintenance Manager 

Jackie Brown, Maintenance Staff 
Bill Wood, Maintenance Staff 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
Friends of Mount Harmon, Inc. 
P. O. Box 65 
600 Mount Harmon Lane 
Earleville, MD 21919 
(410) 275-8819 
www.mountharmon.org 
info@mountharmon.org   
 
Visitor Season 
May 1 ~ October 31 
Thursday – Sunday, 10am – 3pm 
& Year Round by Appointment 
 
Visitor Programs 
Guided Manor House Tours 
Self Guided Nature Tours 
Educational Programs 
Membership Programs 
Special Events 
Site Rentals 
 
We look forward to seeing 
you at the plantation! 

 
 
 
 
 

See History Come to Life 

 
Mount Harmon Revolutionary War 

Reenactment Festival Weekend Sept. 24 & 25 
Mark your calendars for September 24 & 25 ~ Mount 
Harmon is hosting a full-scale Revolutionary War 
Reenactment & Colonial Festival.  This year’s event is 
Maryland’s only National Revolutionary War 
Reenactment Festival and will feature over 800 re-
enactors and an array of colonial craft merchants and 
activities for the public to enjoy.  This will be an 
incredible living history event for the whole family.  
See flyer on Pg. 3 for more information. 
 

Bull & Oyster Roast October 15th 
Be sure to join us for another great event this fall ~ 
our popular annual Bull & Oyster Roast will be held 
Saturday, October 15th and be a great time for friends 
to gather and enjoy freshly shucked oysters, 
traditional barbeque, silent auction, manor house 
tours, and live music. For tickets and information call 
410-275-8819 or visit www.mountharmon.org.  See 
ticket order form on Pg. 4 for tickets and information. 

 
Mount Harmon Hosts Lotus Blossom Festival 

Successful Friend & Fundraiser 
Hundreds of visitors came to enjoy our 2nd annual 
Lotus Blossom Festival July 30th. A lovely summer 
day and our cove full of American Lotus in full 
bloom set the stage for visitors to enjoy a whole host 
of nature-inspired artists, exhibitors and activities, 
children’s crafts, Lotus Car Show, and much more.  
Special thanks to the Lotus Blossom Committee for 
organizing this wonderful event which raised $3,000 
to benefit Mount Harmon.  Be sure to join us next 
year for this wonderful nature, arts, and crafts 
festival for all ages to enjoy! 

 
 
 
 
 

Student Field Trips at Mount Harmon 

 
New Hands-On Activities in History & Nature 

Mount Harmon’s expanded Education Program 
provides students the opportunity to learn first hand 
about Early American Life and Chesapeake Bay 
Ecology.  Please encourage your children’s teachers 
to take advantage this great area resource and plan a 
field trip to Mount Harmon.  For more information or 
to schedule a field trip, contact Mount Harmon at 
410-275-8819 or info@mountharmon.org or visit 
www.mountharmon.org. 
 

Washington College Field School of Archaeology 

 
Archaeology Field School Students in Action 

Washington College Archaeology Field School 
students unearth artifacts, including the discovery of 
brick paths and an early foundation, during the 
Washington College Field School of Archaeology at 
Mount Harmon this spring.  This partnership 
resulted in many exciting finds and helped to literally 
uncover Mount Harmon’s history.  We look forward 
to a long term partnership and more exciting finds to 
come.  Many thanks to the Seidels and the whole WC 
team for their work on behalf of Mount Harmon. 
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